
Welcome to the 

Reception and Year One

Phonics Information Evening



The information evening will 

cover

 What Phonics is and how we teach it.

 How we teach reading in school.

 How you can help at home.

 Y1 Phonics Screening.



What is phonics?

 Children begin to learn phonics (sounds) in Reception.

 Once children begin learning sounds they use this knowledge to read and 
spell words.

 Children are taught to read by breaking down words into separate sounds 
or ‘phonemes’. They are then taught how to blend these sounds together 
to read the whole word. 

 Children then develop segmenting for writing skills, breaking the word into 
sounds to spell it.

 Children have a focussed phonics lesson each day and they are 
encouraged to use these strategies to read and write in other lessons. 



Definitions
 A phoneme: The smallest unit of sound in a word.

 A grapheme: The letter(s) representing a phoneme.

t          ai          igh

 A phoneme can be represented in more than one way 

cat, kennel, chick.

 The same grapheme may represent more than one phoneme 

me met.

 Schwa: This is the name for the most common sound in English. It is 
the unstressed sound that we find in many words and can be spelled 
in many ways. It makes an ‘uh’ sound (examples include: the, better)



 Digraph: Two letters which make one sound.

 A consonant digraph contains two consonants sh  ck  th ll.

 A vowel digraph contains at least one vowel ai  ee ar oy.

 Split digraph: Two letters which are not adjacent    eg snake

a-e      e-e        i-e       o-e         u-e

 Trigraph: Three letters which make one sound     igh   ear   air  

ure.



How phonics is taught.

 Daily phonics lessons for children in Reception and Year 1.

 Progressive structured plans from Phase 2 to Phase 5

 All phases taught by Year 1 with revision in Summer term prior 

to screening.

 Harder to read words are taught, making the tricky part of the 

word explicit. 

 Lessons follow a familiar structure – revisit and review, teach 

and practise, practise and apply.

 Reading practice is part of the scheme.



How reading is taught.

 Reading practice sessions covering three aspects of reading

 Decoding: Blending decodable words and recognising tricky 

words.

 Prosody: Reading with meaning, stress, intonation and 

expression.

 Comprehension: Understanding the text.

 Books are sent home for children to further develop their 

fluency.  Please do not worry that the book is too easy for them.



There are two types of reading book that your child will bring home.

 A reading practice book: This will be at the correct phonic stage for 
your child. He/she should be able to read this fluently and 
independently. This book has been carefully matched to your child’s 
current reading level based in most recent assessments. If your 
child is reading it with little help, please do not worry that it is too 
easy – your child needs to develop fluency and confidence in 
reading. Listen to them read the book; remember to give them lots 
of praise.

 A sharing book. This book is from the class or school library. Your 
child will not be able to read this on his/her own. This book is for 
you to read together for pleasure. Discuss the pictures, enjoy the 
story, predict what might happen next, use different voices for the 
characters, explore the facts in a non-fiction book. Enjoy this time 
together.

 Please make sure that reading practice books are returned, as they 
are part of a set and will be needed by other reading groups.

 Sharing Books can be changed as frequently as required.



How you can help at home.

 Information for parents on the school website.

 Information for parents on Little Wandle website.

 Read with your child every day.  Encourage your child to ‘sound 

out’ when reading or writing. Focusing particularly on spotting 

more unusual sound patterns.

 Children can practise their phonics by playing games online.

Spelling Shed

Phonics Play www.phonicsplay.co.uk

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


What is the phonics screening 

check?

 The check is very similar to tasks the children already complete 
during phonics lessons. 

 Children will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend the 
sounds together.eg d-o-g  dog.

 The focus of the check is to see which sounds the children 
know and therefore the children will be asked to read made up 
‘nonsense’  words.

 The screening will contain 40 words.



Examples of words



Graphemes covered in the screening



Split digraphs

a-e    e-e i-e     o-e u-e



When will the screening take place?

 The screening will take place during the week beginning 

Monday 12th June.  The children cannot retake the test at any 

other time so it is very important your child is in school during 

the week of the screening.

 The check has been designed so that children of all abilities 

will be able to take part. 



Who will complete the check?

 The children will complete the check one at a time in a quiet 

area of the school. 

 A familiar adult will conduct all of the screening checks with 

the children. 

 The screening will take about 10mins with each child.  However, 

all children are different and will complete it at their own pace.



Reporting to parent

 The phonics check results will be included in your child’s end of 

year report.

 It will confirm if your child has met the standard threshold.

 Children who do not achieve the expected level will retake test in 

year 2.



Why?

 Learning to read is one of the most important skills your child 

will learn at school.

 Ultimately we want children to have life long love of reading.


